INTERESTS   AND   OCCUPATIONS
Evelyn's interest in and patronage of the Society
were shown in a number of practical ways. He
presented a Tables of Veins5 Arteries and Nerves to
them which he had purchased years before in
Padua; he subscribed 50,000 bricks towards building
a college for the Society at Arundel House; he
read to them his discourse Of Earth and Vegetation
in 1662. This is Sylva, which must have been
delivered to them in a very much abbreviated form,
as it was not actually published till two years later.
But the book was the first work which was printed
by order of the Society. In 1665 he read a paper
which he called Panifidvm,* or "the several manners
of making bread in France, where by general consent
the best bread is eaten." Writing from Sayes Court
(23rd February, 1669-70) to the President, Lord
Brouncker, he sends not only a description of the use
of the "Spanish sembrador or new Engine for plough-
ing, equal sowing and harrowing at once," but the
machine itself which had been forwarded to him by
Lord Sandwich, at that time British Ambassador in
Spain, He asks that the papers may be read and the
instrument exposed "to their examination and
trial," "There are many gentlemen," he adds, "who
will not be offended with these rusticities" He refers
to other "polite notices and particulars of Spain,"
which the Ambassador has brought home, and ends
with a beautifully turned compliment to the Pre-
sident:
*Mentioned in a letter oi Pepys's, March ist, 1664-5.
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